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Disposit ion of seized Com panion Anim als:

a) If the  court finds the  ow ner is no t comm itt ing com pa nio n a nim al h oa rding , the cou rt sh all

retu rn the com panion anim als to  the ir ow ne r.

b) Upon conviction,  the court  shall  p lace the companion animals for  adopt ion with an animal

shelter or anim al w elfare  organ ization o r provide  for the  hum ane euthanas ia of th e

com panion anima ls.

c) In no  even t sha ll the owner be  pe rm itted to  adop t the se ized companion animals fo llowing a

conviction of  companion animal hoarding.

d) An indiv idual w ho  is au tho rized  by  the court  to  care for the companion animals, to t reat

companion animals or to at tempt to restore companion animals to good health is imm une

from civ il  or  cr iminal liabil ity result ing f rom his action.

Forfeiture:

a) W ith in fourteen days following the seizure of  companion animals from  an  ow ne r who  is

a lleged to have comm itted companion animal hoarding, the Department of  Animal Services

may  f ile a petit ion for forfeiture prior to tr ial before the court having  jurisdiction over the case.

In the pet it ion,  the Department of  Animal Services may request that perm an en t for fe iture of

the com pa nio n a nim als  be  gra nted  if the o wne r of  the  com pa nio n a nim als  is al leged to have

com m itted companion  an imal ho ard ing  and is a lso p roven  to have com m itted c rue lty to

anima ls or extrem e cruelty to animals.

Cos t:

a) Upon seizure of  the companion animals , the ow ner sha ll pos t  a bond o r other adequate

f inancial assurance  acceptable  to the cou rt w ithin fiftee n days to cover the cost of  the

boarding the seized compa nion animals and al l  necessary veterinary exam inations and care

provided to the seized companion an imals h oused a t an  an imal sh elter o r an imal w elfare

organizat ion during the penden cy of  the proceedings.  I f bond isn’t  posted, then the animal

may be disposed of by sale,  adopt ion or euthanasia.

b) In the absence of  a conviction,  the bond or adequate f inancial assurance 

acceptab le to the cou rt shall be returned to the owne r and seizing agen cy shall bear the cost

of  boarding the companion animals and all necessa ry ve terina ry ex am inations  and care  of  the

com panion anima ls during the pend ency of the proceedings.

c) Nothing in th is section shall  preclude an owner charged with companion animal hoarding from

voluntary, permanent relinquishment of any companion animal to the Department of  Animal

Services in lieu of posting  a bond o r other adequate   finan cial assu rance .  Vo lun tary

relinquishment has no effect  on any proceeding f iled against a person c ha rg ed  w ith

companion animal hoarding.

SEC. 4-126.00   Public Nuisance

    a) Every owner or  keeper o f  an imals  shal l exercise proper care and contro l of such a nim als

so  as  to p reven t them  from  crea ting o r becom ing a pub lic nu isan ce .  
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Exce ssive or unt imely barking, howl ing or yelping so as to disturb the peace and qu iet of a

neighborhood or i ts residents or to disturb the health or repose of the residents;  attacking or

molesting passe rby  or o the r an imals; being repeatedly a t large ; chasing vehic les; scratching

on or digging into or urinat ing or defecating upon lawns, shrubs, bui ld ings or any property,

either public or pr ivate, o ther than property of the owner or keeper of  an animal all  shall  be

deemed  to be the creat ion of  a public nuisance and the owner or keeper of  an animal causing

such public nuisance shal l be guil ty of a misdemeanor and subject to the penalt ies of Sect ion

4-134.00 of th is article .  In the  case  of nuisance by defecation, the ow ner of keeper must

remove  all  feces and d ispo se  of them  in a  sanitary m an ne r or  be  cons ide red to  be  fur ther  in

violat ion of the  pro vis ion s o f th is a rticle  an d g uil ty o f a misdemeanor and subject to the

penalt ies of th is art ic le.

b) Premises on which animals, including fow l, are kept shall  be maintained so as to prevent

disag reea ble  odors a risin g therefrom, or the presence or breeding of f lies, mosqui tos and

other pests.  P rov isions sh all be  m ade fo r  the removal and disposal of  animal and food

wastes, bedding , dead animals and debris.   Disposal faci li ties shall  be so provided and

operated as to minimize vermin infestation, odors and disease hazards.

c) Upon receipt  of a wr it ten and signed complaint  wherein  it is  a lleged that an animal,  or   group

of animals, is  a public nuisance, the Department of  Animal Services shall  investigate the

com pla int.  If the parties refuse to cooperate, the Department of  Animal Services has the right

to in it iate a complaint  in a Court of  proper jur isdiction.

d) In the  even t revoca tion o f an  an im al’s  license or reduction in the number of animals kept is

ordered by the  S t. Tam m any Pa rish De partment of Anima l Services, the ow ner shall have

f if teen (15) days to dispose of the animal or animals unless otherwise specif ied by the S t.

T am m any Par ish Department of  Animal Services.   If  the owner fa ils to take such act ion,  then

the St. Tam m any Pa rish De partment of Anima l Services and/or designated agency m ay take

custody of the anim al or animals.

e) Exem ptions -  The sounds and noises created by farm animals located on property wi th an R-

Rura l Zoning c lass ification  shall no t be  cons idered  a vio lation  of th is Sec tion. 

SEC. 4-127.00   Dangerous Animals                                                                                     

                                           

a)  Con finem ent of Dangerous A nim als:   D angerous animals shall  be confined within a dwel ling

or enclosure b y their  owner and/or keeper.   Confinement shall  be in such a manner that the

animal cannot co m e in con tac t w ith an y person  or o the r anim al except under supervised

cond itions . 

b) Destruction of W ild or D ange rous A nim als: A gents  of the S t. Tam many Par ish Department of

Animal Se rvices sh all destroy  any w ild or vicious  do g o r othe r an im al fo un d in  vio lat ion  of this

ordinance and which cannot be safely taken up or impounded.  It  shall  be unlawful for any

person other than  ag en ts o f the S t. Tam m an y P ar ish  Dep artm en t of  Anim al S ervices  to k ill

any w ild or dan ge rous  an im al,  except  un de r su ch  circum sta nces  whe re such  ac tion is

necessa ry for defense or where such animal is imm inent ly threatening or  a ttacking any

person.

This  subsec tion (b ) sh all n ot  ap ply  to tho se  ind ividua ls duly licensed by the Louis iana Department

of W i ld li fe and Fisheries to hunt and kil l wi ld game dur ing established hunting seasons  in  S t.

Tam m any Pa rish, nor to the ki ll ing of wild anim als threatening livestock.
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c) Requirem en ts for  Reg istra tion a nd  Harbo ring D an ge rous  Anim a ls :  The owner and/or keeper

of a dange rous animal shall secure a permit from the P arish De partment of Anima l Services,

renewable each year f rom the anniversary date of  such issue, provided said owner and/o r

keeper m ee ts the  follow ing  requirem en ts: 

1.  The owner and/or keeper shall  have the animal penned in a proper enclosure as

def ined  in Sec.4-121.00 a t  a ll  t imes  when the animal is not confined and supervised

within the owner’s and/or keeper’s dwel ling,  or being moved or exercised.

2.  The ow ner and/or keeper shall  display in  a prom inent place on the prem ises on which

the animal is kept a s ign warning that a dangerous animal is housed on th e p rem ises.

Such  sign shall be easily readable by m em bers of the gene ral public an d in te lligible  to

young child ren  and/o r those  who  are  unab le to read  or w rite the  En glish  lang uage .  A

simi lar s ign shall  be posted on the animal ’s pen. These signs shall  be provided by the  St.

Ta m m any P arish  Departm en t of Anim al Serv ices .  

3.  Pr ior  to the issuance  or ren ew al of a  pe rm it for a dange rous anim al, its owner or keeper

shall sign  a sta tem en t attesting  unde r oa th that:   

a) The owner and/or keeper shall , on or pr ior  to the ef fective date of  the permit for which

applicat ion is being m ade, have a suitable enclosure as required by the provision s o f th is

section for the harbor ing of the dangerous an im al on the premises where the dangerous

an imal w ill be ke pt o r m ain taine d.           

b) The owner and/or keeper shall  not ify the Parish Depar tment  o f  An imal  Services

im m ed iately  whenever a dange rous anim al is on the lo os e,  is unconfined, has attacked

another animal or has attacked a hum an, has  died, been  sold, or g iven away, or has

been relocated. If  the anim al has been so ld  or given  aw ay , the o wne r an d/or  keep er shall

provide the name, address, and phone num ber of the new  own er to the Parish

Departm en t of Anim al Serv ices .  

c) The owner and/or keeper shall  provide two (2) color photographs of the a nim al c lea rly

depicting  color, approximate size, and facial characteristics.

d) The ow ner and/o r kee pe r shall  show proof to the sat isfaction of  the Department of Animal

Serv ices  tha t the  an imal ha s rec eive d a  m icro-chip  iden tification  tag . 

       Control of Dan gerous Anim als:

a) A ll dangerous anim als sh all  be  confine d in a n enc losu re w hich  m ee ts req uirem en ts se t forth

under the provisions of th is section if  the animal is kept outside of the owner and/o r kee pe rs

dwel ling.  It sh all b e u nla w ful for any owner and/or keeper to maintain a dangerous animal

upon an y p rem ises w hich d oe s not  ha ve  such  a locked  en closu re if the an imal is kept outside

of the owner’s or ke eper’s dwelling .            

    b) It shall b e u nla wfu l for any owner  and/or keeper to allow any dangerous animal to be outside

of the dwel ling of  the owner and/or keepe r, or outside of  the herein above defined enclosure,

unless it is necessary for  the owner and/or keeper to exercise the animal or to move the

an im al.   Whenever the said animal is allowed outside the owner and/or  keeper ’s dwel ling or

outside of its enc losu re,  the an imal  shall  be restrained on a leash and collar  having a

minimum  tensi le strength of  three hundred (300) pounds and not  exceeding six  (6)  fee t  in

length.  The anim al shall  be kept under the direct control and supervision of  its owner and/or



ANIMALS, FOWL, AND REPTILES

CHAPTER 4

253

keeper at  a ll  t imes.  Further,  it  shall  be unlawful to exercise a dangerous animal upon the

public streets, s idewalks,  rights-of-way, parks and property of the par ish.

   c) The requirements of  th is section for the maintenance of physical control over the  an im al sha ll

not be satisf ied by the mere chaining, roping, leashing, or similar  restrain ing o f the animal to

inanim ate  ob jects  such  as  stak es , trees , posts, o r bu ildings. 

d)    Th e o wne r an d/or  keep er of a ny  da ng erou s anim al sha ll:

       1 .   Upo n des ignat ion o f  the  an ima l  be ing  da ng erou s b y th e D ep ar tm en t of  A nim a l

Services  as a result  of a com plaint  or  by  other means, wi ll  surrender said animal to the

Department of  Animal Services to be impounded at  the parish animal shel ter  unt il  the

owner and/or keeper provides an enclosure for the anim al as  de fined in Sec. 4-121.00 or

for a  m ax imum  period o f thirty (30 ) days.   

        2 .    A f ter the th ir ty (30) day period set forth above, if  the owner  and/or  keeper does not

provide for the proper enclosure required by Sec. 4-121.00, then the said dangerous

animal may be destroyed.

 3.   W ith in fif teen  (15 ) da ys  of is suan ce  of a  pe rm it, the o wne r/kee pe r sh all:

  a. D isp lay the warn ing s igns req uired  unde r the  provisions  of su bsec tion (C ) 3 of this

section.

          b . Sig n the sw orn  s ta tement  requ ired under the provisions of s ub se ctio n (C) 3  of

th is section.

c. Su bm it to the  Pa rish D epartm en t o f  An imal  Services the photographs of the animal

required under the provisions of  subsect ion (C) 3 of th is section.

    d . Show proof o f  a  m ic ro -ch ip  ident if ica tion tag requ ired under the provis ions of

subsection (C) 3 of th is section,  or submit the animal to  the Department of  Animal

Services for  micro-chip tagging.

               

       4 . W ithin ten business  days of the declaration that the an imal is a  dangerous   an imal, the

ow ner m us t procure an d m ain ta in in  effec t liab ility insu rance,  inc lud ing  cove rage  of c laim s

ar ising from  the  cond uc t of  the  ow ne r’s anim al,  in an amount not less than $100,000.00 or

adequate f inancial assurance acceptable to St. Tamm any Par ish.

           5. The animal shall  be spayed or neutered, at  the owner’s expense.

              6 .  T h e  ow n e r  a n d  th e  a n im a l  m u s t  c o m p l e te  a  c o u rs e  o f a n im a l  ob ed ien ce  tra inin g

approved by the  Departm en t of Anim al Serv ices .  

           Applicab ility:  T he  pro vis ion s o f th is section shall not apply to proprietors of animal hospitals,

to ve terina rians , or to sea rch and rescu e o rganiza tions and law enforcement agencies who keep or

m aintain  da ng erou s anim als  on  the ir professiona l pre m ises in  the  usua l and n orm al course of

business, or to zoological gardens, theatrical exhibits, or a circus provide d that such  an im al h ospital,

veter inar ian, zoological garden,  theat rica l exhibit , or  c ircus possesses all  permits required by the

laws of  th is parish and state and compl ies wi th a ll  o ther regulat ions concerning the keeping and

m ain taining o f suc h anim als.                            
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        Penalty:   Any person found guilty of violating any of the provisions of this section shall,  for each

vio lat ion, be fined not less than two hundred fi fty dollars ($250.00) nor more than f ive hundred

do llars ($500.00) , p lus court  costs, or  be imprisoned in the parish ja il  for not  more than sixty (60)

days or both. Each separate d ay  on  w hic h any  viola tion o f the  provisions  of th is section  is show n to

have  continu ed  to exist sh all cons titute a  sepa rate  offense.   

        Appeal Mechanism:  In the event that an animal is deemed dangerous by the St. Tamm any

Department of  Animal Services, the owner and/or keeper of  said animal can appeal  that

dete rmination to the Animal Shel ter  Advisory Board, which shall  convene and make a

recom m enda tion to  be  ratified  by  the  Pa rish P res ident.

SEC. 4-127.10   Vicious Animals

      An imal de term ine d a s V icious:   Any anim al previously classif ied as dang erous which

subseq ue nt ly v io lates any sect ion of th is Article,  or whose owner/keeper subsequently v io lates any

requirem en ts established for the harbor ing of dangerous animals by th is Article,  may be deemed

vicious by the De partment of Anima l Services.

     Rem ov al f rom Parish:   Any animal determined to be vic ious shall  be subject to immed iate

impoundm en t.  The owner or keeper of  the animal shall  have ten (10) days  following the date of

impoundment to provide a veri fiable plan for  rem ov al o f  the animal f rom the parish.   I f,  after ten (10)

days, the owner or keeper has not provided an appropr iate plan to the sat isfaction of  the Department

of Animal Services, the animal may be euthanized a ccordin g to  pro cedu res esta blishe d in  this

Article.  An impounded animal for  which no owner  or keeper can be located within ten (10) days of

impoundm en t, may be euthanized or otherwise removed f rom the parish at  the discret ion of the

Dep artment of Animal Services.

      Micro-chipping of Vic ious Animals required:   Any animal determined to  be vic ious shall  be

subject to m icro -ch ip id en tifica tion b y th e D ep artm en t of  Anim al Service prior  to release from

impoundm en t.  Al l costs associated with the micro-chipping shall  be born by the owne r or ke ep er of

the a nim al.

      Appeal Mechanism:   In the event that an animal is deemed vicious by the St.  Tamm any

Department of  Animal Services, the owner and/or keeper of  said animal can appeal that

determinat ion to  the Animal Shel ter  Advisory Board, which shall  convene and make a

recom m enda tion to  be  ratified  by  the  Pa rish P res ident.

SEC. 4-128.00   Exposure or Poisons

No person shall  expose any known poisonous subs tance, whether mixed with food or not, so that

sam e shall be l iable to be eaten by any anim al, provide d that it shall no t be  un law ful for a  pe rson to

expose on  his own property comm on rat poison m ixed only with vegetable substances.

SEC. 4-129.00   Leash Law

        Confine m en t by o wner:  

a) A ll an im als  owned or  kept in the unincorporated port ions of St . Tamm any Par ish shall  be

confined w ith in  a fenced yard,  or enclosure meet ing or exceeding the standards for runs set

forth  in section 4-121.10 (b),  when not conf ined within the owner/keeper’s dwel ling or being

exercised or t ransported outside the owner/keeper’s premises.   Ow ners or keepers of
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dangerous animals shall  be required to comply wi th the addit ional requirements for harbor ing

dangerous animals established in Sect ion 4-127.00.

b) Fencing m ust be of a m ater ia l , sty le and workmanship reasonably suff ic ient  to restrain the

an im al,  prevent escape and not allow ready and unobstructed access to the animal by the

general public.

c) “E lec tronic  Fences”,  incorporating the use o f e lectr ical charges as a means of restraint  of an

animal w ithin a  yard- like  perimeter,  may only be used as a secondary means of  restraint  and

not as a replacement for  actual fencing mater ia l or  an enclosure.

d) Tethe ring of  Animals:  An owner or keeper of  an animal,  other than one deemed dangerous or

vic ious, may tether said animal only in a fashion conforming to the method indicated below:

        1.  Tethering shall  only be  used  as  a se cond ary  mea ns of restraint  and shall  not  serve as

an alternative to fencing or enclosure requiremen ts.

        2.  Tethering must occur on ly  on a  type configuration which permi ts  the  an im al to m ove

freely in al l directions.

     3.  Tethering must occur only wi th a lead rope,  cha in   or cable a t lea st tw elve (1 2) fee t in

length.

         4 . Tethering must  occur in  an open area f ree o f any choking hazards such  as     trees,

bushes, poles , or oth er obs tructions, with the exception of the object        to which the

lead is jo ined.

               5. Tethering of  dangerous animals or v ic ious animals is str ictly prohibited.

         Dogs at large; violat ion notices:   No dogs shall  be permit ted to run  loose, f ree or at-large, or

be upon  any street, a lleyw ay , highway , com m on  or pub lic squ are  un less  unde r the  imm ed iate

control of  a competent person and restrained by a substant ia l chain or leash except for recognizable

breeds of  hunt ing dogs when in th e p rocess  of t rack ing  or re trieving o f ga m e, du ring a  pro pe rly

supervised hunt,  said breed s bein g h ou nd s, re trieve rs,  span iels , se tters a nd  po inters.  “E lec tronic

Leashes”  ut il iz ing an electr ical charge as a means of restraint  shall  not  serve as a  rep lace m en t for a

tang ible  chain  or lea sh .  Dogs fou nd  at large by the  St. T am m any P arish  Departm en t of  Anim al

Services m ay  be  se ized  and im pounded; o r as a n a lterna tive,  a notice m ay be issued to the owner

that his  dog is  in  v io la tion of  th is section.   Such not ice wi ll  impose upon the dog owner a f ine of

twenty-five dollars ($25.00) and shall be paid to the St.  Tamm any Par ish Department of  Animal

Services in person or by m ail within f ive (5) days of the t im e the notice wa s served.  Failure to make

such paym en t sh all render such owner subject to the penalt ies provided for in Sect ion 4-134.00 of

this a rticle. 

Redem ption of  impounded dogs:   The owner shall  be enti tled to resume possession of any

impounded dog upon paym en t of the  impoundm en t and daily boa rd fees  and com plian ce  w ith

vacc ina tion/regis t ra t ion requ irem en ts;  pro vided  ap plicat ion  for  such  po ssession,  w ith pa ym en t of  all

required fee s, is  m ad e w ith in th ree (3 ) da ys , ex clusive o f Saturda ys ,  Sun da ys  an d a ll legal h olid ays,

afte r impoundm en t.

Escaped dogs:   Should any dog be captured whi le at  large  by  the  St. Tam m any Pa rish

Department of A nim al Serv ices  and esca pe  sa id ag en ts by  en tering  premises of the owner or

keeper, or any  other person , and such owner, kee pe r or pe rson re fuses  to delive r such dog to such
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agen ts of  St . Tam m any Pa r ish Dep artm en t of  Anim al S ervices , su ch  ow ne r, ke ep er, or  pe rso n sha ll

be subject to the penalt ies provided in Sect ion 4-134.00 of  th is art ic le.   The St . Tam m any Pa rish

Department of  Animal Services or designated agency and/or  law  en force m en t officials  m ay  write

t ickets for  any or all  v io lat ions of th is art ic le.

Dogs on school grounds:   Ow ners shall  not  permit their  dogs on any school ground when school

is in session, or on any public recreation area when an organized activi ty is being conducted,  un less

the d og  is con tro lled  by  a leash o r sim ilar d ev ice  to p revent  the  do g from  bitin g a ny  pe rso n o r an im al.

Anim als  in restaurants:    Dogs or other animals  shal l not  be permit ted in restaurants or other

places serving food, establishm ents selling food or edible products, or in any place of  business when

prohibited by own er of same.  This provision shall not apply to “seeing-eye” dogs.

Anim als  in heat:    Every female dog or cat in he at  sh all b e confined so that the animal cannot

come into contact wi th an un-neutered male, except for p lanned breeding.

SEC. 4-129.01   Animals Restricted from  Parades and Other Public Events

The presence o f pe ts, an imals o r rep tiles, o the r tha n those a ctually part ic ipat ing in a parade or

other public event,  is  prohibited with in one hundred f if ty (150) feet of  a route or si te of  such function.

Beyond 150  fee t of  a route or s ite of a parade or public event,  owners shall  be required to leash,

m uzzle, or case pets, anima ls or reptiles which accom pany them  to such functions.

Any person violat ing this section shal l be subject to a f ine of not  more than $500.00 or

imprisonment for no t m ore  than s ix (6) m on ths , or bo th.  In a dd ition there to,  court  costs may be

imposed.

SEC. 4-130.00   Impoundment

Reasons:   W henever animals are kept wi th in any building or on any premises without food, water

or pro pe r ca re an d a ttent ion , or  are  kept  in v iola tion o f the p rovis ion s o f th is ar ticle,  or are infected

w ith dise ase, o r kep t unde r con ditions w hich  could  endanger pub lic health o r c reate  a  nu isance,  it

shall  be the duty of any author ized emp loyee of the St. Tamm any Par ish Department of  Animal

Services and/or law enforcement of ficial  to enter said building or premises to take possession of  and

remove  said anima ls so abandoned or neglected.  Animals so impounded shal l not  be released

before the reason for causing said impoundm ent has been corrected.

Disposi tion of  unclaimed animals:   If  any impounded animal, other than a dog or  cat  impound ed

for be ing  at la rge,  is not reclaimed by the owner upon payment of impoundm ent and daily board fees

and com pliance with other legal req uirem en ts fo r ke ep ing  an  an im al,  or if the  rea son fo r ca us ing  sa id

impoundment is not corrected within a reasonable t im e, the anim al shall  be held for such t ime as the

St. Tamm any Parish  Departm en t of  Anim al S ervices  deem s re ason ab le,  cons ide ring th e a nim al’s

prob ab le value, condi tion to health and suitabil ity for use.  Upon expiration of  such reasonable t ime,

the St. Tamm any Par ish Department of  Animal Services may of fer  the animal for  adopt ion,  or  it  may

be humanely destroyed.

        Owner noti ficat ion;  holding t ime, release of  an imal ,  adopt ion and disposal of  animal:    Ow ner

not if ication, holding t ime, release of animal,  adopt ion and d isposal of  animals impounded in the

animal shelter  shall b e in  accordance  with the rules and regulat ions provided for the operat ion of

said St. Tam m any D epartmen t of Anim al Services.


